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THE DAY OF PENTECOST       May 23, 2021        

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

My doctor cancelled a scheduled appointment with me for this past Monday because of a Jewish 

holiday, Shevuot. I had to look it up. 

because it occurs 50 days after the first day of Passover, so that it is also referred to as the Feast of Weeks 

or feast of the first fruits). Our word Pentecost, however, refers to something different because it marks 

the 50th day after Easter and celebrates the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the disciples and other 

followers of Jesus and represents the birth of the church. By contrast, the Jewish celebration occurs on 

the sixth day of the Hebrew month of Sivan (somewhere between May 15 and June 14) and marks the 

wheat harvest in Israel. On Shevuot, the Jews were given the Torah and became a nation committed to 

serving Yahweh, the God of Israel. So, another example of what the New Testament owes to the Old 

and the extent to which Judaism and Christianity are intimately intertwined.  

However, that is still a long way around beginning a homily on the Day of Pentecost. I mention it only 

because it also marked the beginning of my study of the passage in Acts which is the principal lesson 

discover about it, something to deepen faith and arouse new interest. For example, Jewish law dictated 

that observant Jews had to make several pilgrimages to Jerusalem annually: at Passover and the Feast of 

Unleavened Bread (in March and April); The Feast of Weeks (Pentecost) at the end of May or 

beginning of June; and The Feast of Booths in late September or early October. The Feast if Weeks or 

Pentecost was a harvest festival. Though Passover has a fixed date, the Feast of the Weeks does not 
because it depends upon the ripening of the grain.  

If the Book of Acts followed immediately upon the Gospel of Luke rather than the Fourth Gospel, we 

 

actually fulfills the prophecy of John th
The birth of the church in chapters 1 & 2 of Acts actually parallels the birth of Jesus in chapters 1 & 2 

of the Gospel of Luke. And Jesus alluded to the gift of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost when he told his 

verse 49). -

 

rience in receiving 
the Law --- wind and fire at Pentecost and thunder and lightning on Sinai. Peter parallels Moses as 
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The people gathered to observe the giving of the Spirit are presumably the 120 disciples mentioned in 
Acts chapter 1, verse 15. And the Spirit has a long lineage in the Old Testament going back to 

reated 
beings. God also breathed life into Israel, the fist people of God, and their dead bones came to life in 
Ezekiel 37: 7-10. 

church. 

The outpouring of the Spirit, ful

Jews from the Diaspora, some of whom had acquired languages other than Hebrew in their new 

at this critical juncture. Gentiles will be of interest, but only later. Here the entire group is made up of 
om all over the Mediterranean basin. God is keeping his word to his 

pronouncement is based on a text from the Book of Joel. That passage tells us what Pentecost is about: 

  This marks the 
----- the God who created the 

heavens and the earth, who raised Jesus from the dead and poured out his Spirit, can be trusted to 

brin  

 

 

 

 

 

Sources 

Texts in Context, Word and World, Luther Seminary, St. Paul, MN, 1985 

- https://sermonwriter.com 

N. T. Wright, Acts for Everyone, Part 1, Westminster John Knox, London, 2008 

Eric D. Barreto, - https://www.huffpost.com, 2017 

Mikeal C. Parsons, Day of Pentecost - www.workingpreacher.org, June 8, 2014 

ing, cep.calvinseminary.edu, 2016 
https://politicaltheology.com, 2014 

- www.workingpreacher.org, 2010 

 

 

https://sermonwriter.com/
https://www.huffpost.com/
http://www.workingpreacher.org/
https://politicaltheology.com/
http://www.workingpreacher.org/

